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1 . This Office action is in response to application papers filed 1 March 2004. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Claim 8 recites the limitations "said drive carriage" and "said magazine carriage" in 
lines 3-5. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1-6, 9-14, and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Manes. Manes Figures 8 A- 10 meet all the limitations of claims 1,9, 11, 17, and 19, including 
exchange unit (400) comprising a movable transport unit (410), movable drive unit 
(450/470/490) wherein the motor and belt move and therefore comprise a movable drive unit that 
is linked to the transport unit by the pivot (430), and a direction translation unit (420/425) 
coupled to the transport unit and drive unit through at least the ball joint, the corner of the 




Application/Control Number: 10/790,608 
Art Unit: 2651 



Page 3 



terminal port (420), and the cam follower (510), The translation unit is operable to translate 
forward and reverse stroke in an axis parallel to sidewalls of library 1 and library 2, in at least the 
case where the two libraries are the same size and lined up next to each other and where the side 
walls are defined as the walls in Figure 10 closest to the labels "LIBRARY 1" and "LIBRARY 
2," to a radial movement toward and away from the sidewalls as the cam follower (510) follows 
the left and right cam surfaces (520). 

Regarding claims 2, 10, and 18, Manes is an automated magnetic tape library. 

Regarding claim 3, Moy et al. (4,864,51 1) Figure 21a, incorporated by reference into 
Manes, shows at least one tape storage unit comprises a magazine. 

Regarding claims 4, 12, and 20, the magazine comprises the carriage (440), so the 
carriage comprises a magazine carriage. 

Regarding claims 5 and 13, the drive unit comprises the carriage (440), so the carriage 
comprises a drive carriage. 

Regarding claims 6, 14, and 16, the radial movement of the transport unit is caused by the 
cam surfaces (420) which define the track of movement of the transport unit, so the radial 
movement comprises movement guided by a radial track. 

6. Claims 7 and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. Claim 8 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all 
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of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The following is a statement of 
reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

Claims 7 and 1 5 are allowable over the prior art of record since the cited references taken 
individually or in combination fails to particularly disclose an automated tape library system 
comprising the sidewall of the first tape library includes a first pass-through port and the sidewall 
of the second tape library includes a second pass-through port, as presented in the environment 
of claims 7 and 15. It is noted that the closest prior art. Manes, shows an automated tape library 
system with pass-through ports on the back walls of the first and second libraries. However, 

Sato et al. fails to disclose the sidewall of the first tape library includes a first pass-through port 
and the sidewall of the second tape library includes a second pass-through port as claimed. 

Claim 8 is allowable over the prior art of record since the cited references taken 
individually or in combination fails to particularly disclose an automated tape library system 
comprising a drive motor coupled to a drive carriage, a linkage coupling the drive carriage to a 
magazine carriage, and tracks for guiding movement of the magazine carriage, as presented in 
the environment of claim 8. It is noted that the closest prior art. Manes, shows an automated tape 
library system with a drive motor coupled to a carriage and tracks for guiding movement of the 
carriage. However, Sato et al. fails to disclose a drive motor coupled to a drive carriage, a 
linkage coupling the drive carriage to a magazine carriage, and tracks for guiding movement of 
the magazine carriage as claimed. 
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7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Mueller et al. and Kersey et al. are examples of tape cartridge transport units that use 
reciprocating and radial motion. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James L. Habermehl whose telephone number is (571)272-7556. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on (571)272-7843. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Habermehl/jlh 
22 Jun 05 






